
(Cop'yright, 1900, by S. S. McClure O'.)
Uyaopsis of Preceding Chapters.
Five years before the outbreak of the civil

war love of adventmre. hatred of slavery
and the desire to ilp my friend, George
Wearer. led me. ('ables Bradley, a civil
engineer. of Attakapas country. La.. to be-
conen an agent of the underground railroad.
Weaner had been nursed through the small-
pos by a young slave, Lucy. belonging to
the ('overly plantation. le discovered
facts whibh proved that Lucy was white
and of good 'amtly. A secret love match
followed. wthich progressed well until Cover-
ly proposed to sell Lucy to his son and
refused to sell her to any one else. Weaner
became desperate. I agreed to help him
steal Lucy. and went to New York to ar-
range with the Anti-Slavery Society for the
care of any ,-laves we could bring north.
Returning home I secured a boat and sup-
plies. engaged a man. Moore, end located a

retnge station at my wad ramp several
miles up the river. Moore assists me in
securing a safe and secret route from the
month of the White river to our yard. Wes-
per and I make the trip to the wood camp
and find that Moore has the U. G. railroad
completed. We return and put up a store
building where, to avoid all suspicion, we

carry on a general merchandise business.
In a few days Werner starts the first batch
of tonverly's slaves, Including Lucy. for the
north, and immediately a searching party Is r

sent out. Under ,'lever discuises Weaner
anti Moore evade the pursuers. In all of
which Lucy renders great assistance.

On the road at last, the Spanish moss on
the live oaks looking weird and ghostly in
the glo m and murky darkness. Quietly
we rode past the few houses that bordered
the main traveled road. The mud was deep
and It was impossible to move faster than a

walk. My time was precious, as I was

anxious to get to the rendezvous, see for
myself how the negroes were situated, and
go back before morning. I wanted to be
at the store before daybreak, and have a

good chance to clean my horse from the
mud stains and wet. I do not know that I
was afraid. but I had that uneasy feeling
that invariably accompanies deception.
We were pretty effectually disguised,

George as a whtte over-eer and I as the
stratge negro. bringing the white guide to
the wanderers.

It was past mfrnight when we reached
the vlcinity of the r-ndezvo'us. All was as

quiet :s the hem:s of th" dad. Not a sound
could we twar as we dr.-w near. Whether
thy were dead or we off the tra-k we were

unable to conjecture. Through the inky
bhackness of the night no eye could pene-
trate. and we had kept our way thus far
by compass, turning our dark lanterns
upon It every few rods. The wate-r was

ankle deep, in some places above our knees.
Through this we waded, stumbling now

and then over a fallen log, but luckily keep-
ing our f.et. George. who was some dis-
tance ahead, halted until I came tip.

"I think:" said he. "from the shoaling of
th wat.-r, we must he near them. On this
site tho hummock is rather flat and slopes
gradually. the other site, where the cabin
is. be:ing steeper. I dotn't want to pass it,
for It will b" disagreeaile wandering
armund in ti. water un:il morning.
"I spotted a f-w trees a the edge of the

hummock." he continued. after we left our
horses. "and If we can fortunate-ly find one
of them we are all right. Flash your light
to the richi and sei if you see anything."

I did s therenwas nothing.
"To the left'--n'thing.
"Let us keep together:" I said, "for this

plat' is fearfully lonesome."
George laughed quietly, anr1 again turned

his light forward. We waded perhaps two
or three rods farther, the water shoaling
fast.
"We are on the hummock:" cried George.
Just then. but a shirt distance away, I d

saw si .ly rising a tiny spark. It was s

gone in an instant, but it was enough.
'S-rught aheat, my boy. Turn on your It

buil's-eve.
It shine straight against the walls of the It

cabin.
"Hiere we are: I see the abin"' I cried. w

Lu.-y had not retired. tGe.rge whistled (
softly. At th.- signal she flew to the door, a
ntarre-s and pt-ned it, and, dripping with

rain, we en'erl.-
In th. nau- tir.-pla:e a few embers gave a

tremul tus light, dim and uncertain. Lucy
gazed at us a monient. and gave her hand
to W-sn-r. "tou are the guit," said she,
"'atn'" turning to me with a smile/ "you A
are !hie rang,- neir,"
In thi- :itle loft the men were slumbering:

back of the low partioin slept the women ti
and children. The rain beating against the r
low riof. and the wind sweeping through n
the forest, drowned the noise created by our i
cntrance. and they slept as only negroes P
can sleep. It was now rearly I o'clock. 1 I
could stop but a few moments, for I had w
three miles to go in a heavy rain storm, d
through swamp and forest, and alone. The
might was black as Ethiopia Itself, and I I
was tired and hungry. C

"Do you know this gentleman, Lucy?" 1
asked Wesner. a
She nodded assent. In ten minutes there

was a table set and a steaming cup of coffee 7
for us-what a luxury at that moment, I
Few words were exchanged.
"I must return before daylight," said I,

and rising from the table, threw on my wet d
coat and left the cabin. George and Lucy p
accompanied me to the edge of the water, t
and, wishing each other a mutual "god-
speed," with one hearty hand-grip for suc-
cess. I was alone. a

Holding my compass in my hand, and g
opening the slide of my lantern, I made

d

the best possible time toward the horses,
which I had left on an old abandoned road.
unused for years. In fact. I think it was
never used except to haul out ship timber
one winter by some northern shipbuilders.
This road ran nearly at right angles with t
my course, and shaping that so as to be
sture antd strike it between the horses and
the stream, I kept on and in less than an
hour reached it about one-fourth of a mile
below the horses. At 4 o'clock both horsesj
wi-re stabled at the store and well rubbed
down, Then I lay down for A few hours'
re-s. and when the first customer for the
d.-y appeared was ready for business,
31any inquiries we-re matde during the day

for t ieorge. but my Invariable answer was:
"GI-ne north after goods."
Various surmises were made as to the

fate of '"'overly's niggers," none of them
worth repeating, The old man had men-
watching Perry's swamp constantly, and
as the negroes were never within fifteen
ies of there, I concluded It was no par-

tit-ular harm to let them watch.
One day Skew Bill came tearing up to the

store, wild: bounced off his pony and rushed
in.

"'fr. IBradley," cried he.
"WVell, Bill.,"
'" ld C'overly has got track of his nlg-

gecs."
"Just where I told 'em, They was In Per-

ry's swamp,"
'What makes you think he ha. found

them, Bilt?"
"Well. 'cause, you see, I saw two niggers

might afire last come out of the swamp
anid skulk off. I fottered 'etm a spell, but
they caught sight of me and hid, There is
going to be a big hunt tomorrer, alt the fei-
lera are to meet here at 8 o'clock in the
miorning, and, by hokey, we'll just scour the
ole swamp anid see If they are there. Te
snust be on this stde of the bayou." Te
The next morning the boys commenced toather. There were about twenty-five or
ttry of what George called '"I'urkey-paw

bucks." younA dare-devils, wild S bucks
and full of fun, To them a negro hunt
sneant plenty of corn juice and a good time
generally.
As for negroes, if found, all right: If not,

they had the fun all the same. There were
Bill Simconds from St. Mary's, young, lithe
as a panther, cool as Ice, a dead shot and
a Comanche on horseback; the Smythe
brothers from New Iberta, both able men.Who afterward proved their bravery; the
Duabols brothers, three of them, fun-loving
Frenchmen, any one of whom would risk his
life for a joke. Those are all the names I re-miember, except Charlton, the deputy aher-2ff, a thick-h taded old blunderer, an Invet-
erate stammerer and invariably drunk by
12 o'clock every secular day, but plumb
Sober on the Sabbath, when he endeavored
to make up for a week'. acoundrelinm by.Itaig the geater part of the day This
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ailed, "The I-law an' con-st-st-t-t-tu-tt
ion, gentlemen, to back it up."
Out on the prairie in front of the stor
he boys were gathering waiting Coverly
trrival. He and Dick were both expectec
tnd the hunt would not begin until the
ame. I had sent word to Dick that Georg
tad gone, or he would not have put In a
tppearance, for he had a wholesome drea>f my partner's anger and avoided meetin
aim.
Dick and myself were personally on goo
erms. I never admired him, but had neve
luarreled with him. and as the negroes t
te hunted for were in part his property,
eally wanted him to take part in the sporltecame wonderfully arrayed with a pal
f Mexican spurs on his heels, a brace o
'olt's 38-caliber in his hostlers, and th
ver-present shotgun in his hand. He watmounted arsenal under a sombrero hal
its weapons and a scarlet sash woun
tround his waist gave him the appearanc
if a formidable antagonist; but he was no
ver-courageous, and though something oabully, had an uncommon aversion for th
mall end of a-gun, He dashed up to th
oys like a warrior. I wished him a cheer
ul 'Good morning,' and away rode th
rowd for Perry's, Dick on the big roareading at a Gallop.
I was somewhat interested to know th
esult of their hunt, and kept a sharp look
ut for the return of the hunters. I sat
othing of them until about 5 o'clock in the
fternoon, when one of the Smythe boyode up to the platform, dismounted, and
ying his horse to the hitching rail In front
aiked into th. store.
"Well, Charley, did you find the runavays?"
"Not one." he ansanered.
"What caused all the excitement?"
"A couple of free negroes in there split
ing rails. They had their women wit'
hem, a couple of little huts built, antsere at work. They went in a mile o:
nore on acount of rift. as they explained
o me. They wanted good, straight, rifte[
rees. Lord, man!-how Dick Coverly's il

)1

A'.

LUCY GAZED AT

-opped when he saw them! There isn't a
ave in this whole swamp: they're gone
mewhere, sure; they are not here," and
e turned for home.
This was the end of Mr. Coverly's "negro
ent."
Time passed and the 1st of May came
ithout news from Ge rge. I took a New
rteans daily paper, and thoroughly ex-
rnined every issue. 1Had1 the fugitives ben
pirehended, the first news would have
en in the New Orleans napers. Coverly
ad a starling advertisement in th rm of-
ring $1.($51 for any infrrnation hat would
ad to their capture, and $l,000 for their
etention, so h: could get them before
ugust, with a separate reward of $2,t00
,r Lucy, dead or alive.
Until I had enlisted as a practical aboli-
enist I had never especially noticed the
unaway departments of the newspapers,
or hatl I oared about them, but now every
em I carefully eyed, and it became up
arent to me that the system was not sc
leasant as its supporters represented. I
as not much given to moralizing in thosc
ays (I had seen the negro in his nativeountry), and did not waste much timehilosophizing upon the morality of 4mer-
an slavery. My ambition was to get my
artner and myself well out of the affair
nd well into another.
May 15 came the first news from George.
'he letter was very brief, but enough. Here
is:

CAIRO, Ill., May 3, I855.
Friend Bradley: Arrived here all right to
ay. Have sold our cotton to easternarties. Shall see them personally, and not
*ust to brokers. WESNER.
That was enough, for it told me they were

tCairo, and that lie should accompany
hem himself until they were safe. A few
ays later I recel'ed another letter from
,me Interior town in Illinois, relating to
[her business. There was quite a crowd in
ur store when my mail came, and as this
as from George, some of his friends be

an
asking questions about him. I read

te letter, and as there was nothing about
le fugitives in It, I could not undlerstand
s import. The last sentence read like this:
P. S.--Have been detained by sickness;
ad to see a physicIan. I arn better and
'ill resume my journey.
This I did not quite understand, and I
'as doubly anxIous.
One day not long after I received a tele-
raph dispatch forwarded by mail from
tew Orleans. This was:

"Cotton sold, spot cash; no discount."
I breathed free; we were safe for this
me. I anxiously awaited my partner's re-
Irn, being very impatient to hear the par
culars of his adventure. Where every
ay was fraught with peril and any hour
tight bring the hunter or sheriff upon htim,
me mental strain must have been ver y
vearing, and I felt that 1 was not doirng ny

hare of the work. I had been compara
vely idle, although, of course, 1 was t
hare in the spolls.
The 21st of June I had business at then
>wn of F'ranklin, and was at the steam
oat landing when the boat arrived, There
crer but few deck passengers upon the up-
er deck, but as I glanced about my eyes
ested on my friend. Wesner, leanIng over
he guards, smoking the never-absent ciga
ette. His eyes sparkled, and a quiet smile

f triumph rested on his face as he nodded
a me.
"Got your buggy, Brad?'
"Yes," I replied.
"Then I will ride with you, and let my
aggage go 'o New Town with the goods.
'here is a heavy Invoice bllied there."
On the ride home George refused to talk.
"The story," said he. "is a long one.]
ept a brief diary of every important occur-

ence as we went along, and also where wi

were at the tIme. I am tired and pretty
reil fagged out, and all 1 will say is that
ecelved from the Anti-Slavery Socelty just

900) for the venture and $400 more for ex-

enses.

"I thought, George. you took ten, eight

Town men and women and two children,"

"So I did, but I preferred to bear Lucy's
xpenses myself."
"Where is she?'
"I placed her in a school at Andover,

&ass., deposited 3500 to her credit, paid

ear's board In advance and left her deep irooks and study. Brad, you would havy
een pleased could you have seen the ex-
ression on the faces of those 'Yanketchoolmarms' when I Introduced Lucy tchem. But there, let us talk of somethinglse until I get rested, I have a whole 11.rary of adventure to reiate."AdjoinIng our store. we had a little cottagwumit, contalaing two rooms, where one andIometimes both of us occasionally sleptghen George was at home he usually slopmedher, 5w di no fel afeto ep

our store and stock alone, It being a crow-
road store and no buildings very near.

CHAPTER .

It was late that night before we got to
bed, and the next day was a very busy one;
our goods coming from the steamer had to
be taken care of, and it was Sunday before
we were settled for George's narrative,
"Now," said George, as he took out his to-

bacco and commenced to roll his cigarette,
"we will begin.
"You remember, Brad, when you left me

in the little hut It was raining heavily. I
am willing to admit .that I was a little
homesick," he continued, "but the stream

° was crossed, the bridges burned and there
was no retreat. I wrdbped a blanket around
me, lay down on the floor and tried to

e sleep, but was so nervous and exciteda that I did not succeed very well, although
l a little drowsy before morning. Impatiently

I waited for the light. Before sunrise I wai
on my feet. Lucy aroused the sleepers, and

i soon breakfast was ready.
r "I was a white man now, and break-
3 fasted by myself. About 8 o'clock theI sun came out bright and clear, causing

the steam to arise from the wet foliage
r In such dense masses that it would con-
f ceal the smoke, and there was perfectesafety in our having a fire. I directed
s the boys to make a big one out of doors to

dry our clothing and cheer the people, for
there is nothing so cheers and enlivenss one in the woods as a big, brackling fire,

t and our spirits rose with the sparks.
f "A dozen people cannot move so quietly
s and expeditiously as two men, and I con-ecluded that it would take at least four
- hours for the party to accomplish the same
distance you and I did in two.
"The little brook leading into the Teche

was more than bank full and was now
merely a deep ditch in the overflowed
swamp. Our canoes were quite a distancerup the brook, but we had no difficulty in
finding them, although there was some
trouble in arranging the passengers. The
sun was low in the west before we began
to make our way toward the bayou.
"In the first canoe was Lucy, together

with Pharo-rather a thick-headed, blun-
dering darky, afraid of his own shadow-
Tom, Jack and myself. I took the bow; to
Jack, who was quite a waterman, I gave-the stern, telling the others to keep stillt and watch, but not move.
"I had my rifle and revolvers, none of

the others were armed, as I dared not trustithem. In the other canoe were the remain-
i, der of the party, in charge of Lemuel Ma-

son, with old Mose in the stern. I gave

r

US A MOMENT AND GAVE HER HII

Lemuel one of my pistols and asked him
if he could use it. le looked me straightin the eye.
"'Yes. sir, and to kill. I am a free man,

now: maybe I'll soon a dead one, but I'll
never again live as another man's prop-erty.'
"In each boat were the 'provisions needed

for its occupant. Cautioning Lemuel not
to start until our boat was a few rodsahead, I pushed into the sluggish current,healing the canoe toward the biyou.
"'Now for the north,' I whisp:red toLucy, as I dippedl my paddle and sent the

canoe over the water. On. on we went,
among the dark cypress and cottonwood=.their overhanging branches touching thbwater and brushing our canoe. The diipof the paldle and the swish of the branchesas we disturba thm in our passage wasall that broke the awful silence."It was quite dark before we reachedthe waters of the Teche, and tied up closeunder the bank, waiting for Lemuel andhis canoe. I was tired with waiting be-fore they joined us,
"As we should now have to paddleagainst the current, and must make anoise, I thought it best to wait until 1to'clock where we were, for a short dis-tance above us, on the banks of the bayou,was Laurent's plantation. His negro quar-ters were quite near the water's edge, and

as the stream was narrow at this place,it was with no little anxiety that I drew
near. Although the night was dark, yetthere might be some one around, or somedarky fishing. I spoke very softly toLemuel, and he ranged alongside. With
a light cord I fastened both canoes to-gether.
"'Now, my boy, strong but easy,' and we

moved slowly on past the house by the
quarters unheard and unseen.
"'Ah, what's that!'
"Lemuel sloped his paddle.
"'Hist! hist! It was the dip of a paddlefrom up the river, and before we couldmake a movement crash came a canoe, con-taining two darkles returning from achicken steal.'Hi, what dis? one cried,
"A sweep of my paddle, and he lay In thebottom of his dugout, another moment andI had sprung Into his boat and bad myhand upon his partner's throat,"' word, a lisp, and you are a deadmanh!'
"'Jack,' I whispered, 'move on, and you'-to the darky I had by the windpipe--"takethat padldle and follow, Not a lisp!'"He obeyed. I examined the one to whomI had Introduced the paddle.- He was justcoming to his senses. His head was bleed-

ing pretty badly, and his face showed whitespots even in the darkness.
"Their canoe was a small dugout aboutfifteen feet long, Stepping back toward thestern. I motioned to the fellow who waspaddlIng to go forward, and then orderedhim to drag his companion into the center

of the canoe and let him lie there until herecovered his senses. H-e was frightenedclear through, but had the good sense toobey,
"'Now, my boy, go forward; paddle for

your life, and don't let the dip of your pad-dle be heard 'two feet from the canoe,' I or-dered. He was glad to obey, and the three
canoes went speeding by the plantation,and in a few minutes were safe for thenight.
"I had intended to reach the little run-around before daylight. If you recollect,that was afew miles above Lochen's, andwas the only place that offered a safehaven, as the banks of the bayou were toothickly settled for us to attempt to passthem by daylight.
"I was hampered with my two prisoners,and hugging the east bank of the stream,made redoubled exertions to urge the

canoes forward.
"The bank was dimly. outlined, and Icould tell very nearly where we were. Wehad made seven or eight miles, when, tomy great joy, our canoe ran over the buoywe had placed below the outlet, and In afew moments we were pushing our waythrough reeds and bushes of the run-around. I did not try to go far, but haltedboth canoes a few rods from the bayou andwaited for daylight.
'"The sky had begun to redden in the eastbefore we moved again. At sunrise we were

a mile up the stream and secure from ob-servation. The two canoes were fastenedto the bank and I remained alone wIth theprisoners in the captured canoe. The boyson shore built a little fire and soon thesmell of hot coffee and fried bacon told muethat they were well employed."'This branch, you will remember, wasmore of a natural ditch than a stream, an,it was not more than eight feat wide, butquite deep-perhape four feet or more. I

I eat in the stern of the oana. taas at ti

prisoner tand tiMnIg what I could 6e with
them. Vinay. I w a revolver. At 4*
fight of it they twjed clear a wlue,
sn itodk like-uague chill. bogp.
said I, 'it will beg my unpleasant duty to
shoot yon both. Lon'm really like to do it,
but I know of no atherway. I am going to
the free kfates wih these folks ab .don1
wanttp have gumD baM and set the whole
country after us, as you would if we lei
you o., Say, yo4 C with the cracked
head, drop your 1id fom your skall, will
you? I want a far sat, for I don't wani
you to be a longetime dying, and again,
you would upset dee amnoe If you .kicked
much.'"'
"'Oh. masse: lemus go norf. tool Let ut

go! We'll work far you and pay our way
and will stick foreverg 'deed an' .Wewill
sir; 'deed we will!
"I called old Mase down. 'Mose.' said I;

'is it best to short these fellows or take
them along?'
"Mose did not knowtme, and felt rather

inclined to be frightened himself, but fin-
ally he stammered out: 'I wouldn't shooi
'em, massa; let's take 'em along; there's
room enough in my canoe for one.'-
"So I concluded -not to kill them, milbi

to their satisfaction. On further question-
Ing I found out to whom they belonged
They were Lanman's boys and had been u;
the bayou fishing, probably for chickens, at
there were two then in the canoe. I did not
like to deprive La.nman of a couple of big
hands or fob him of $2,500, but, having left
my conscience at home, I certainly could
not send them back. The only other re-
scurce was murder, and I thought on the
whole I would be justified in committing the
theft. I therefore ordered them .on shore tc
get their breakfast.
"After breakfast, more trouble. JIm, the

youngest, had a wife at Lanman's and had
told his story to the party- Lucy bad
heard it, and her heart was touched. She
followed me to the boat; 'Only one more,
just one, we can crowd her in somewhere.
Just think, suppose I were her, would yot
leave me?'
"'He must leave her,' said I, for I knew

enough about plantation negroes to know
that It would be posting a handbill to allow
him to return.
"'His wife is at Stephenson's,' she re-

plied, 'and cannot know of her husband's
absence, and laying here a day he could
get her.'
"'Lucy,' I replied, 'you and Jim must

bear with disappointment this time. If
Jim goes for his wife and gets her, the
whole country will be scoured, for it will
be known at once that they have run

away. We shall run great risk of being
caught, and then what would become of
you and the rest? I shall run the canoe
into the bayou, upset it, and then Mr. Lan-

H-
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man will think he has lost a couple of ne-
groes in the bayou. Next trip I will take
Jim's wife!'
"She said no more. Jim felt bad to think

he was to be kidnaped, but he was dle-
termined to make the best of everything,and did not make much demonstration. Ido not think he was quite heartbroken.
The canoe I took down to the bayou that
afternoon and upset her, and let her float
to tell the tale to Lanman that he was out
a Couple of negroes. I reckon we may as
well take our next invoice from there.
abed, the other one, was forty years old.
He had left a wife and two little ones ten
years ago, in Louisville, Ky. He had no
loves to leave behind. He is the devil's
,wn. It was he whom I Paddled. I talked
to him as I tied up his head. In a few
minutes I was satisfied that he would be
my right-hand man, next to Lemuel Ma-
son, and without these two I should have
had great difficulty in suceceding.
"Obed I left at the woodyard, and Lem-

uel Mason is at New Orleans now. I have
been with them for weeks, and neither of
them suspects whom I am. To Lemuel I
gave free papers as a protection if arrest-
ed. Him you can trust. He is brave and
cool.
"Let's see-I was tying up Obed's head, I

believe. After I had washed off the blood
so he could eat his breakfast, I sent him
up to the fire, and after he had finished his
coffee and bacon talked to him awhile. He
was rather reticent at first about his past
life, but I finally drew from him the fact
that he had attempted to run away from
Kentucky, been caught and brought back,
whipped nearly to death and finally had
killed another negro set to watch him and
had again escaped, but was retaken and
finally sold into Louisiana as a punish-
ment. He was very anxious to get back
to Kentucky, not for any love of his for-
mer home, but in order that he might
punish his persecutors. His wife was a
free woman, as were his children. He
had heard nothing from them for years,
and old recollections had about faded from
his mind, but he was intelligent enough
to hate a slayeholder, and cared nothing
for his own ITe if he could injure him.

"I sat down and explained my plan to
take this party through. He was, of course,
willing, for he had no other alternative.
The day wore slowly away, and about 6l
p.m. we ate our supper, and at dark left
our little camp and moved slowly up the
branch. It was 9 o'clock and quite dark
when, pushing aside the intervening bushes,
we again entered the bayou and headed up
the stream. This was to be a night of ex-
treme caution and care, as we had three
plantations and one village to pass. We
must travel thirty miles before we could
make our next haven. Luck was ours the
second night, for we met neither man nor
steamer-a boat was what we dreaded most
on the bayou-and it was sunrise before we
made our landing. The canoes were scarce-
ly out of sight when around the bend above
us shot a steamer. She passed so near
that the swish from her wheels half filled
one of our canoes as it lay close under the
banks. No fire that day--cold water, hard
bread and raw baeon. The sun was warm,
however, and we slept and watched by
turns. At dark vwe were off. Above Ver-
m1llionville there was no steamer. I kept
a sharp lookout for the mouth of the pas-
sage that led to the Atehafalaya waters,
but passed it in thea dark and had to Iay
by the next day. 'Thus one day was lost.
"I dared not put one of our canvas canoes

on the bayou, so we waded and floundered
down alongside, hunting for the passage,
and found it about three miles below.
"As soon as night shut down we entered

It. and after numeroust difficulties and two
or three wettings were on the upper wa-
ters of the Atchafalaye.
"We had made but a mile or two, when,

rounding a short bead int the river, we al-
most ran into a canoe containing four men,
'They took no notice of us. Probably they
had no suspicion of meeting runaway ne-
groes at night on the Atchafalaya. I held
my breath in suspense as they glided by,
and my hand clutched the stock of my
revolver. I did not want to shoot, but as I
was northward bound, should have sent
four shots home if interfered with. They
seemed as anxious to avoid us as we were
them, and in a few seconds 'they passed
intto the darkness.
'"'What are they, Obed, do you think?
" 'Hose thieves, I reckon, massa.; dey is

powerful plenty 'rouin' de Teche. Dey steal
canoe up country, run down forty or fifty
miles and steal hoss or mule, den run back
again, bat's de way dem peoples work.
Big lot ob munny a feller'd get to take
'em. Sheriff, he after 'em,. neber-neber
catch 'em. Dem chaps is too smart for de
sheriff. One day oie man, next day sonboder body,'

Were, 'but if they were borne thieves we
ot liable to be followed by them.
it is hard work paddling a heavily

loaded canoe against even a slow current.
I was fast getting tired, and my hands
were blistered so they bled. It was a relief
to me to know that Obed was good at that
sort of engineering. I settled down then,
and concluded that my particular forte lay
in commanding the expedition, and as com-
mander, of course, I could not well be en-
gineer. Therefore I sat resignedly In the
stern of the canoe and kept a good lookout.
By hard work we made four miles an hour
against the current. At midnight we pulled
up fdr a short time, ate a luncheon and got
well rested. Twelve miles further would
take us to the mouth of a chute, the course
of which was up the river. As it was too
small for steamers, and no person had set-
tied there, I felt safe In attempting to make
the passage by daylight. We must enter
befora morning light, however, or go ashore
and lie in the woods all day. We made
every exertion, and before daylight had the
good fortune to enter the mouth of the
chute. A couple of miles up and we felt
safe.

'Unload, boys,' said I, 'and we will rest
and have our breakfast, for here we stay
until 4 o'clock. Three short hours will
take us into the bayou again, and then
look for trouble, for you will find plenty of
danger and scores of steamers.'
"We landed and breakfast was soon un-

der way. Coffee, fresh fish and bacon,with a few cakes of pilot bread-It was a
good, square meal, and ravenously de-
voured by as hungry a set of runaways as
ever left the sunny south. After breakfast
we lay down and slept soundly until 3
o'clock, when I aroused all hands. Hard
bread and coffee, then off again on our
uncertain journey.
"I had calculated to strike the bayouagain about dark, and as it was quite wide

at the mouth of the chute we would have
no difficulty. The chances of any notice
being taken of us by passing steamers
were well in our favor. Usually they had
enough of their own business to attend to
and would not suspect us of being a lot
of runaways unless news had been spread
abroad that we were off for the north.
Of this there was no great danger unless,
as there is no telegraph in the region, the
news had just reached there. In that in-
stance even it would be very unlikely that
we were canoeing our way to Canada, but
if we were overhauled we could not an-
swer, as the very fact of traveling by
canoe and without baggage In that steam-
boat country would be a dead giveaway.
"Three hundred miles of water journey

lay before us. Six days and nights car-
ried us 180 miles, without sign of danger.
At last I became careless, and did not take
the extra precautions needed, and this care-
lessness came very near costing us dear,
and ruining the whole expedition.

One Sunday night I was sitting in the
stern of the canoe, perhaps twenty rods
in advance of the other one. Obed was .q
the bow, doing most of the labor. The
night was warm, and very pleasant, and
perhaps I got a little drowsy myself. I
know the rest were, for all hands were
nodding. I took the steering of the canoe
after dark, for by that means I was sure
to be awake. We were close to the bank,
In fact, quite under the overhanging
branches of the trees, when the largest alli-
gator I ever saw raised his head within a
foot of the gunwale of our canoe, and
snapped my paddle with his ponderous jaw.
I was awake enough then. Two of my
passengers screamed, and sprang to the fur-
ther side of the canoe. The craft, never
any too stanch, careened to the water's
edge.
"'Don't move" cried I; 'for If we over-

set you are 'gator meat, every one of you!'
In less than a minute a dozen ugly heads

broke the muddy water, and it seemed as
if every alligator in the bayou had gath-
ered around the boat. I ordered Lemuel to
etose his canoe up quick, and he did, but I
dared not attempt to transfer for fear of
sinking his canoe. Obed. understanding the
situation, kept beating the water with his
paddle to frighten them and keep them at
bay; thus we got our boat ashore, landed
our wet and scared passengers, then bailed
the water out of our drowned craft.
"I can't say that I was frightened, but

I afterward thought.perhaps I might have
been. I did not relish having my career
cut short by an alligat.r, for I wanted to
again see some lively work in the Attaka-
pas country.
"This affair consumed an hour, and about

daylight we landed, hauled up our canoes
and prepared to pass another day watching
passing steamers and waiting for night.
"Twenty-one days from our first embark-

Ing, without further mishap. we hauled our
canoes ashore at the entrance of a little
bayou, in sight of the great Red river. You
recollect when we were that way planning
the route we pushed boldly out. It was
different now.
"I was too Ignorant of the river to make

my debut on it by night, as quantities of
driftwood were liable to be running at this
stage of the water. Next morning, there-
fore, while yet dark, we moved along to
the river, and as daylight approached push-
ed our canoes into the swiftly moving cur-
rent. As I had anticipated, the surface was
thiekly sprinkled with driftwood. This was
with great difficulty avoided. Although do-
ing our best, the current carried us a mile
below our starting point, and it was a re-
lief when, without accident, our canoes
were close under the opposite bank of the
river.
"There were so many steamers moving

that I did not feel quite easy, and about 9
o'clock, hearing the threshing of an up-
ward-bound one, we ran the canoes into a
little cove, where we were secure from ob-
servation. Here the banks of the river
were well wooded, the foliage thick and
overhanging.
"The swift-rolling river eddied and spar-

kled In the bright sunlight as, loaded with
drift, it rushed past. From our secure
place in the cove I closely watched it, and
reluctantly concluded we must continue
our voyage to the mouth of the Black most-
ly by daylight, the risk from the curiosity
of people on passing steamers being much
less than the danger from collision with
the floating debris, and It would not be an
unusual sight for a couple of canoes to be
seen paddling up the Red river. I there-
fore determined to remain here the bal-
ance of the day and the coming night.
"As this was to be out' first all-night rest,

we made quite an extensive preparation,
putting up a light frame of poles and
stretching our tent over it as a protection
from the heavy dew and fog. I was a little
wary about fire, but by digging a hole a
few feet deep and making our fire in that
we had quite a lively blaze that could not
be seen a dozen yards away. Hot coffee,
fried bacon and catfish, with hardtack for
a relish, made an excellent repast, and as
the epicurean tastes of my passengers had
never been very extensively cultivated, they
found no fault. As for me. I was so con-
founded hungry that I was not particular
and would have relished the food equally
as well had it been raw,
"After supper we lay down, and in a few

mInutes all hut myself were asleep. I was
too tired and anxious to sleep soundly, and
perhaps I was a trifle nervous. I lay think-
tag and planning until almost midnight.
"From here to the Whitte river was a

long distance. I had become accustomed
to the danger and thought chiefly of the
fatigue.
"In the morning we were off again. For

ten days we voyaged, sleeping at night and
resting our tired limbs. The strain and
fastigue were very wearing. The women
and children were mere shadows. Lucy
could walk but a few steps when ashore,
and from sharing my care and anxiety, to-
gether with the self-restraint Imposed to
conceal her previous knowledge of me from
the rest, she had become so nervous as to
be almost hysterical. In view of these
facts I determined to rest at least one
week, and on the evening of the thIrty-first
day from the rendezvous, then being about
seventy or eighty miles front the mouth of
the Tensas, I reluctantly gave orders to haul
up the boats. We landed about 1 O'clock
p.m. on the west bank of the bayou. The
shores were very low, but I judged, and
rightly, that a little way inland there was
dry ground enough for a safe and pleasant
camp. After much labor we dragged our
heavy canoes, perhaps a quarter of a mile,
through mud and water, and left them se-
cure from observation."

(To be continued.)

Remsodeling Old Jewelry,
From Harper's Basar.
There is so much jewelry now worn on

the evening gowns that one can make use
of almost anything. A funny old-fashioned
fligreed gold bracelet, with cairn-gorms set
here and there, has been utilized for mak-
Ing a moat charming shoulder strap. The
stones, which originally hung all around
the bracelet, suspended front fine gold
chains, were taken off' and put at the two
ends when the ornament Is fastened to the-
gown. The clasp of the bracelet forms the
top or center piece, whIle four pendants of
the cairn-gorms form lines going from it.
Lower over the shoulder are three fine gold
chains, graduating in length. A pair of
bracelets can be worn in this way, hut it is
considered more "chic" to wear only one.
Old coral or amber necklaces, which chil-
dren used to wear long ago, are very pretty
made up into shoulder, straps, to be worn
with evening dresses, and are much in
voguea this sasoan.
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